
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S10703October 18, 2000
Rick’s best work, his masterpiece on the

facade of this building, invites the city to ad-
mire the house of prayer, but more to enter
it. The sculptures set up the conditions
under which a community, a city might
transform itself. Enter the choric dance; es-
tablish a cooperative rhythm; be drawn like
Adam to what you cannot see; drop the
sword of contention and enter the mystical
night—and maybe, just maybe, you will be
able to build the day. You might find God.

Rick Hart was a friend. But I make no
apologies for my praise of his work; I believe
I have been privileged to know a great, pas-
sionate artist whose values emerged within
his creative processes and embodied them-
selves there. As a result, I know that long
after I am dead, the ideas and values he, I
and others shared in friendship will awaken
others. The symbols will remain—continuing
to make parts into wholes, building a com-
munity of living stones from the stones he
shaped, drawing us beyond ourselves into
God.

TRIBUTE TO GOV. MEL CARNAHAN

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, it is
with a heavy heart that I stand here
today to pay tribute to a good friend,
Mel Carnahan, Governor of Missouri,
and express my sorrow at the loss of
his son Randy and his longtime aide,
Chris Sifford.

I had known Mel for a long time. I
have followed his career with pride and
admiration as his neighbor to the
North. Mel’s service to the State of
Missouri spans four decades and even
more elected offices. He started out as
a municipal judge in his hometown of
Rolla at the age of 26. He served in the
Missouri State Legislature. He was
State treasurer and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, and in 1992 became the 51st Gov-
ernor of Missouri.

Like many of my colleagues, I had
the privilege of campaigning with Mel
this past year. As I watched Mel
Carnahan on the trail and watched him
talk with the people of Missouri and
listen to their concerns and their hopes
to gain their confidence and trust, I
was reminded of something Adlai Ste-
venson once said:

Every age needs men who will redeem the
time by living with a vision of things that
are to be.

Mel Carnahan was one of those men,
and as Governor of Missouri, he had a
vision for his State and for our coun-
try. We saw it in his work on edu-
cation. We saw it in his work on Mis-
souri’s economy. He created thousands
of jobs and moved some 100,000 people
from welfare to work. We saw it in his
work on crime and children’s health in-
surance and so many other issues, how
he stood up to the gun industry and
stood strong for those who have the
deck stacked against them.

He had a vision for this Nation which
he took into his Senate race. He be-
lieved, as Hubert Humphrey stated,
that the measure of government is in
how it treats those who are in the dawn
of life, the children, those who are in
the twilight of life, the elderly, and
those who are in the shadows of life,
the sick and the needy. That is why he

wanted to come to Washington. This
was his vision.

Its very urgency makes it harder to
accept the fact that he was taken from
us before he could help make it a re-
ality. His death is a loss for all of us in
Congress who would have had the
honor of working with him. It is a loss
for the people of Missouri who would
have had the privilege of being rep-
resented by him. It is a loss for the
people of this Nation who would have
had the good fortune of being served by
him.

We cannot let our sorrow overwhelm
us. We cannot let our sadness become
bitterness, despair, or regret. That
would not be a fitting tribute to Mel
Carnahan. Rather, we owe it to him, to
his country, and to his family to take
up the torch of his life’s work and to
carry it on. We owe it to ourselves to
let his memory be our solace, his
record our guide, and his legacy our in-
spiration, to let the life of this good
and decent man continue to light our
way. That is the best and enduring me-
morial for our friend Mel Carnahan.

Earlier this year, I was flying in that
very plane with Mel and his son Randy
at the controls. Being a pilot myself,
we talked a lot about flying. It was a
night flight. We talked about the air-
craft. I talked to Randy about the dif-
ferent instrumentation he had on his
aircraft. Randy was a very qualified
pilot. He knew what he was doing. Mel
was, too. Mel had been taking flying
lessons and had hoped to complete
them at some time but had to inter-
rupt them for his campaign.

For me, it makes the loss even so
much more poignant and tragic since
just a couple of months ago I was on
that very plane with them. We do not
know exactly what happened. Right
now what went wrong is really of no
consequence. What is of consequence is
that we have lost three good lives in
that tragic accident in Missouri.

My heart and my prayers are with
Jean, his very lovely and very dedi-
cated wife, their children Russ, Robin,
and Tom, and with the family and
friends of Chris Sifford who also lost
his life in that tragic accident.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise to
add my voice to those who have come
to the Senate floor to pay tribute to
Missouri Gov. Mel Carnahan.

Those of us who knew and admired
Governor Carnahan share a profound
sense of loss at the news of his un-
timely death and the deaths of his son
Randy and longtime aide Chris Sifford
in a plane crash on Monday night.

I had the pleasure to meet Mel
Carnahan on several occasions in re-
cent years. I knew him as a good man,
as someone who spoke passionately and
cared deeply about the people of his
State, especially its children. He was a
dedicated and talented public servant
who never wavered in his belief that
public service is a noble calling.

Few if any would question that Mel
Carnahan’s heart was with the working
people of his State. In his first year as

Governor, he called for a tax increase
to fund the State’s public schools. Al-
lies and opponents alike said he was
sealing his fate as a one-term Gov-
ernor. The voters saw his decision for
what it was: an act of political cour-
age. They reelected him in a landslide.

In addition to work on behalf of the
children of Missouri, he fought for bet-
ter health and safety standards for sen-
iors in nursing homes. He championed
tough measures to fight crime. He
brought about sensible welfare reform.
And he successfully streamlined his
State’s government, redirecting hun-
dreds of millions of dollars for job cre-
ation, education, and law enforcement.

The Democratic leader said earlier
this week that Governor Carnahan was
a man of such talent and insight that
he would have succeeded in any field
which he chose. Anyone who knew this
man would, I believe, have to agree
with that view; that he chose the field
of public service and brought credit
and esteem to a profession that is all
too often criticized. It brought a better
life for millions of Americans who
reaped the harvest of his tireless ef-
forts on their behalf.

I extend my deepest sympathies to
the Governor’s wife Jean, their family,
the family of Chris Sifford, and the
people of the State of Missouri.

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, it
has been more than a year since the
Columbine tragedy, but still this Re-
publican Congress refuses to act on
sensible gun legislation.

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until
we act, Democrats in the Senate will
read the names of some of those who
have lost their lives to gun violence in
the past year, and we will continue to
do so every day that the Senate is in
session.

In the name of those who died, we
will continue this fight. Following are
the names of some of the people who
were killed by gunfire one year ago
today.

October 18, 1999: Michelle Alexander,
21, Charlotte, NC; Earl Baker, 22, St.
Louis, MO; Karlton Cannon, 30, Chi-
cago, IL; Michael Jones, 49, Knoxville,
TN; Kenneth Pastuszak, 28, Detroit,
MI; Brian Webster, 26, Detroit, MI; and
Unidentified Male, 45, Honolulu, HI.

We cannot sit back and allow such
senseless gun violence to continue. The
deaths of these people are a reminder
to all of us that we need to enact sen-
sible gun legislation now.

FEDERAL REGULATIONS

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, in fiscal
year, FY, 2000, some 54 federal depart-
ments and agencies and over 130,000
federal employees spent over $18.7 bil-
lion writing and enforcing federal regu-
lations.

The number of full-time positions in
regulatory agencies reached an all-
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